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The Chinese European Art Center (CEAC) in Xiamen
eke Gudmundsson together and Professor Qin Jian fro
CEAC is a non-profit art center with an Artist - in - Resi
ists, architects, (fashion) designers, curators, composers and writers, The first exhibition
opened on the 26th November 1999 featuring re

nowned Icelandic artist Sigurdur Gud-
mundsson, whose works are represented in many of the leading European museums.

was founded in 1999 by Mrs. In-
m Xiamen Univeristy Art College.
idence program open to visual art-

From the past 20 years, the Chinese European Art Center has hosted and premiered in-
terational artists from all over the world. With studios, exhibitions, contemporary film fes-
tivals, concerts, lectures, workshops and its core Artists - in - Residence program, CEAC
plays a central role in southeast China's cultural landscape. The CEAC is widely known
for its pioneering role in China as a non-commercial art space and the excellent guidance
it provides for artists conducting research and producing their artworks in China

CEAC is located in an old and pedestrian-friendly neighbourhood in the Siming District
of Xiamen. The CEAC events calendar consists of ten to twelve exhibitions annually by
Invited artists/residents with supplementary programs such as lecture, workshop, festival
and outdoor film screening. Since invited by the Dutch Ministry of Culture to plan the
large-scale Sino-European contemporary art joint exhibition fitled Dialog - Red Snowball
for the Dutch Pavilion of Shanghai World Expo in 2010, CEAC has organized n Chi-
na and Iceland large-scale interational contemporary art group exhibitions with n::hng
snowt)all'asmegnane;ﬁﬁﬂeandhaveret:eivedhwg«nnsuppoqtmmorganum;nF
including Consulate General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in _Gmngznoum“
driaanFonds, Embassy of the Republic of Iceland in Beijing and Municipal GovemRmm
Djupivogur, Iceland. The organizations with which CEAC has cooperated include

: Cultural & Creative Park (2011
Guangzhou (2012), Quan zhou Live show Wonderiand e THiow
and 2013), Three Shadows Xiamen Photography Art Cc(t;mr() o A Bt
Paper Bookstore (2017) and Datong Yungang Art Gallery 3 Museum
University of the Arts(2018), Municipality of Djupivogur (2014-2019).
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I've been living and working in Xiamen now for more than a decade. | arrived for the first
time in the early months of 2009, leaving behind the chill of northern Europe for the fresh,
bright and tropical sea air of this enchanting, ancient Chinese port city on the Straits of
Taiwan. During the intervening years it has quite literally become my second home.

What was in many respects in the beginning seemingly unfathomable and otherworldly
has become familiar, recognisable and reassuring. It is a place | have been and continue
to be inspired by, to produce in, to concentrate in, to be focused in, to develop through, to
be challenged by, to be educated by, and to discover in.

As is the case with the many friends and colleagues who have followed a similar path
to this part of the world, | have been deeply touched by the wonderful people I've been
lucky enough to get to know, to work with and to meet in Xiamen, in Fujian and beyond.

CEAC has been the facilitator of all of this, for many of us. Beyond the benefits to numer-
ous artists and individuals like myself there has been an equally important cultural ex-
change that has occurred because of CEAC. Without the work that Ineke, Siggi, Qin Jian
and,during its second decade May Lee have embarked on to build the cultural bridges
between China and the rest of the world, none of this would have happened. The many
incredibly positive and meaningful contacts and events that have taken place since would
simply not have been made.

Thank you CEAC.



